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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1269 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP PINS AFSP APER 

SUBJECT: TDY ASSIGNMENTS TO VIENTIANE 

1 . WE HAVE OBSERVED INDICATIONS OVER THE PAST WEEK OR 
SO THAT LPDR IS STILL CLOSELY MONITORING OUR USE OF TDY 
PERSONNEL. SEVERAL TYPES OF TDY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE 
RECEIVED LAO VISAS WITH LITTLE DELAY OR DIFFICULTY IN 
THE PAST ARE NOW EXPERIENCING DELAYS. AT THE SAME TIME 
THERE ARE SIGNS OF A GENERAL SQUEEZE ON TRAVEL OF 
OFFICIAL FOREIGNERS, INCLUDING SOME CATEGORIES OF 
EMPLOYEES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. WE ATTRIBUTE 
THIS DEVELOPMENT TO INCREASING ORGANIZATIONAL AND 
PERSONNEL RESOURCES ACCURING TO MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. 

2. WE SHALL BE CAREFUL TO PREPARE THE WAY WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY FOR TDY REPLACEMENT OF REGULAR STAFF MEMBERS 
WHO WILL BE TRAVELING FOR MEDICAL AND LEAVE PURPOSES 
NEXT MONTH. 

3. MEANWHILE ALL PLANS FOR TDY TRAVEL TO VIENTIANE 
SHOULD BE BASED ON STRICT NECESSITY RATHER THAN CUSTOM 
OR CONVENIENCE. IF WE RECEIVE AS MUCH ADVANCE NOTICE 
AS POSSIBLE IN THESE CASES WE CAN UNDERTAKE TO APPROACH 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TO REQUEST VISA AUTHORIZATION IN 
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